
Days of Remembrance

“For in the end, it is all about 
memory, its sources and its 

magnitude, and, of course, its 
consequences.”

~Elie Wiesel
Holocaust Survivor 
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1 - D 2 - E 3 - F 4 - A 5 - B 6 - G 7 - C7

go to www.deomi.org for more observance information
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Sophie Scholl, her brother Hans Scholl, and their best friend 
Christoph Probst, were the leaders of a student organization 
at the University of Munich called the White Rose.  The White 
Rose peaceably challenged the corrupt powers of Nazi Germany 
by writing pamphlets that called for the end of the war and to 
put an end to the persecution of the Jews.
 
Sophie, Hans, and Christoph were arrested and convicted of 
high treason for the anti-war leaflets. They were sentenced 
to death.

German college students 
give their lives for peace



Gerda Weissmann, a Holocaust survivor, 
shared her story about being forced to 
leave her home as a child. Gerta and 
the other Jews were only allowed to 
take 20 pounds of belongings with 
them. 

Imagine being forced to leave your 
home. You are only allowed 20 

pounds of personal belongings. 

What would you take? ___________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

How would this make you feel? ___________
______________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 
Why did you choose these items?
Why are these things special to you?
_______________________________________
________________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

What Was the Holocaust?
Holocaust is a word of Greek origin meaning “sacrifice by fire.” 

The Holocaust was the organized, state-sponsored persecution and 
murder of six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its collaborators.  

The Nazis, came to power in Germany in January 1933. Nazis believed 
that they were racially superior to all people and that the Jews were 
inferior.  

Nazis also targeted other groups 
because of who they were, 
such as Roma (Gypsies), 
people with disabilities, and 
some of the Slavic peoples 
(Poles, Russians, and 
others). Other groups were 
persecuted on political, 
religious, and behavioral 
grounds. 

A child 
prisoner 
during the 
Holocaust
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Match word to Description
1. prejudice

2. anti-Semitism

3. discrimination

4. persecution

5. bias

6. genocide

7. indifference

A. hostility and ill-treatment, 
especially because of  race or 
political or religious beliefs

B. prejudice in favor of  or against 
one thing, person, or group 
compared with another, usually in 
a way considered to be unfair

C. lack of  interest, concern, or 
sympathy

D. preconceived opinion that is 
not based on reason or actual 
experience

E. hostility to or prejudice against 
Jews

F. the unjust or prejudicial 
treatment of  different categories 
of  people or things, especially on 
the grounds of  race, age, or gender

G. the deliberate killing of  a large 
group of  people, especially those 
of  a particular ethnic group or 
nation.
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Andree Geulen was an 18-year-old school teacher in Brussels, 
Belgium when her Jewish students arrived at school with yellow stars 
sewn on their clothes. She was furious! She asked her entire class to 
wear aprons to cover the stars so no child felt singled out.

But then, children disappeared from her class. She learned 
the children had been sent to 

concentration camps. 

Together with other 
women, Andree 
devised a plan to  
  take children to 

other parts of the 
country, where they 

could live safely. 

By the end of 
the war, they 
had saved 

almost 1,000 
children! 

How did a teacher give a lesson in 
kindness and bravery?
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The Rescuers
There were many people who knew what the Nazis were 

doing was wrong and risked their own safety to help 
their fellow human beings.

Rescuers were peasants and nannies, aristocrats 
and clergy, bakers and doctors, social workers and 
storekeepers, school children and police officers, 

diplomats and grandparents.  

They were from many countries—the Netherlands, 
Ukraine, Poland, Germany, France, Hungary, Denmark, 

Italy, Greece, Belgium and other nations.  

Rescuers viewed Jews and other victims not as the 
enemy of the state, but as innocent human beings. 

Generally, rescuers were able to accept people who were 
different than them.  

They also held the conviction that what one person did 
could make a difference. 

Each rescue story is different, yet, what rescuers 
had in common was a combination of awareness, 

resourcefulness, empathy, vigilance, inventiveness, 
courage, compassion, and persistence.

Thousands survived the Holocaust because of the 
bravery of these rescuers.

How did a man and his bike save 
hundreds of Jews seeking refuge 
from the Holocaust? 
 
Gino Bartali was one of Italy’s most beloved sports heroes. His cycling 
achievements were legendary and earned him the nickname, “Giant of 
the Mountains.”  

What people did not know until after his death was that he risked his 
own life and his family’s lives by helping Jews during the Holocaust.
Bartali was asked to join an underground network that was providing 
falsified identity cards so that the Jews could escape the country 
without being caught or found out. 
 
He used his talents to help people. Pretending to be out on long 
training rides, he carried counterfeit documents in the hollow frame 
and handlebars of his bike. (The perfect alibi!)

“Good is something you do, 
not something you talk about. 

Some medals are pinned to 
your soul, not to your jacket.” 

– Gino Bartali


